Meeting of the national coordinators of the Program of Urgent Response of the states-members of CIS to the HIV/AIDS Epidemic
Moscow

Presentation By

Ulf Kristofferson,

Chief , Humanitarian Unit, UNAIDS
13-14 January 2003

Good afternoon Ladies and Gentlemen,

(SLIDE 1)
It is an honor for me to stand here before you today as a representative of UNAIDS, the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS..  As the leading advocate for worldwide action against HIV/AIDS, our global mission is to lead, strengthen and support an expanded response to the AIDS epidemic.  There can be no one single strategy to fight this epidemic, UNAIDS operates as a catalyst and coordinator of action on AIDS and now more than ever the role of UNAIDS is fundamental in the fight against this epidemic.  
We know from experience that AIDS is more than a health issue, it is now a global security concern.  Where it reaches epidemic proportions, AIDS can be so pervasive that it can devastate whole regions, knock decades off national development and destroy what constitutes a nation:  

our communities; our economies, our political institutions; and even our military and police forces.
(SLIDE 2)
In the year 2000 the Security Council made a historical move when it discussed AIDS a health issue, as a security threat. When the Security Council adopted Resolution 1308 in June of that year, it marked an innovative and historical move by associating for the first time a health issue and its implications on security at an international, national and community level. 
Since then, governments world-wide have recognised the magnitude and alarming rate in which the AIDS epidemic is growing. Again in an unprecedented move, Member States unanimously adopted the UN Declaration of Commitment on HIV/AIDS during the UN General Assembly Special Session on HIV/AIDS in June 2001, in which they declared that AIDS,

“constitutes a global emergency and one of the most formidable challenges to human life and dignity,…..” 

An important tenant of this Declaration of Commitment addresses HIV/AIDS and armed and civil defence forces .  In this regard the UNAIDS Secretariat has developed a global Initiative on HIV/AIDS and Security which focuses on the complex challenges presented by the interaction of HIV and Global Security.  This Initiative places special emphasis on uniformed services, international peacekeepers and the communities affected by conflict   While UNAIDS is very active in all three areas, for the purpose of this presentation I will concentrate on issue of HIV and Uniformed services.  

When we speak of global security, we can not ignore the men and women of armed forces and civil defense services who are dedicated to upholding the law and order in our countries, indeed in certain parts of the world, uniformed services constitute the pillars of governance.  Studies across continents show that uniformed services, particularly the military, generally have a higher risk of HIV infection than the civilian population.  In many countries prevalence rates of HIV/AIDS among uniformed services can reach as high as 50-60%.
Among the Uniformed services young recruits are particularly important in view of their potential role as future leaders and decision makers or as peacekeepers in their countries. The behaviour of young recruits and the services and information they receive determine the quality of life for millions of people. This is particularly the case among the youth in the uniformed services who have to contend with loneliness and other challenges such as distance from families and familiar cultural norms.

Young people are most vulnerable to the AIDS epidemic and perhaps constitute one of the most pertinent challenges in the fight against AIDS.  Half of all new HIV infections are occurring among the 15-24 year old young people, more than 6,000 infections globally per day.  But our youth face particular vulnerabilities which increase their risk of HIV infection: for example high sexual activity, biological and emotional development, and their financial dependency. But in the same way, young people offer the greatest hope and opportunity to change the course of the epidemic. Among uniformed services, young recruits have strong influence among their peers, within and outside the service.

(4th SLIDE)

In recognition of this the UNAIDS Secretariat through the Initiative on HIV/AIDS and Security, has recently developed a Strategic Action Package designed as a generic model to support Member States in the formulation of interventions that will address the challenges of AIDS among uniformed services, particularly among young recruits.  This Strategic Action Package contains the UNAIDS generic guidelines on HIV/AIDS interventions with a special emphasis on young recruits, a comprehensive programming guide for such interventions, a compilation of training materials which address issues particularly important for young recruits, e.g areas such as HIV and stigma, gender and substance abuse.  As a first phase of this initiative, approximately forty five countries around the globe, have been selected, with 20 countries having already embarked on activities supported by UNAIDS through its implementing partners and the relevant national ministries.  
The Commonwealth of Independent States is an important region for the work of the UNAIDS Initiative on HIV/AIDS and Security.  We began our work in the Ukraine in 1999 and we have for the last two years supported a project on Development of a HIV/AIDS Prevention Education System in the Armed Forces and Peacekeeping Units of Ukraine. We have also been working with the armed forces of Moldova and Uzbekistan in similar areas.  UNAIDS is also supporting interventions with uniformed services in Kazakhstan.  Our approach here is predominantly concerned with strengthening the National Strategy Programme on the HIV/AIDS Prevention in the Armed Forces and in Belarus with are working with UNFPA  on strengthening the training Capacities on HIV/STI Prevention of the Belarusian Army.’

Our commitment to working with your States, not only protect your young people engaged in the uniformed services but to help them to become advocates in the fight against HIV/AIDS is further highlighted by the recent recruitment of a specialised programme officer for UNAIDS who will become the focal point for HIV/AIDS interventions for the uniformed services in the Commonwealth of Independent States. 
 (FINAL SLIDE)
I always believe that the biggest barrier to success, ladies and gentlemen, is not believing in success.  
Now more that ever there is great scope for increased engagement at global, national and local levels, to arrest the speed at which AIDS is undercutting global security, harming economic and social stability and breaking down governance.  To ensure the sustainability of HIV/AIDS interventions for our young uniformed services there is a 

1. Need for strong leadership and commitment. 

We must maintain AIDS on the political agenda and increase international solidarity by ensuring the necessary mobilisation of funds to control but also reverse the toll of the epidemic.  
2. Need to mobilise all sectors.

Governments, defence institutions, civil society, private businesses— all sectors must be mobilised in order to ensure decisive and sustained actions in response to AIDS

3. Need for key partnerships.

At the international, the national and the community levels, we must establish and strengthen key partnerships in order to build capacity and ensure sustainability.  

4. Need to invest in awareness and prevention. 

Ninety percent of people infected with HIV do not know it. This is especially true in countries and regions burdened with other emergencies and instability which increases the vulnerability of people, notably through lack of simple information about HIV. Awareness and prevention remain the only true cure for AIDS today. 

5. Finally, we need to invest in youths.

In many countries, young recruits of uniformed services are important agents in social mobilization. What better way to invest in the security of this new century than by investing in the new generation of those responsible for protecting our security.   

Conclusion

Ladies and gentlemen, as the recent UNAIDS report reveals, the AIDS epidemic is still in an early phase. HIV prevalence is climbing higher than previously believed possible in the worst-affected countries and is continuing to spread rapidly into new populations in Africa, Asia, the Caribbean and Eastern Europe.

In a short span of time a foundation for a number of actions has been made. Several countries have enthusiastically responded to the security challenge by initiating interventions that can make a difference particularly among their uniformed services.  The successes recorded around the world demonstrate that it is possible to make progress against the AIDS epidemic. 

However, these successes continue to be the exception rather than the rule. 

In the three years that I have been with UNAIDS as Chief of the Humanitarian Unit, I have experienced significant progress in addressing HIV/AIDS as a security issue within the UN family, with donor governments, and with affected countries. However, we must work towards making this progress sustainable by strengthening our capacity to respond to the epidemic while it is still in its early phase in many regions. There is no doubt that the next few years will prove to be vital in determining whether we are able to secure, for our youth, a new century free of AIDS.
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