LAUNCHING OF THE DPKO/UNAIDS HIV/AIDS AWARENESS CARDS IN THE UN MISSION IN THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO (MONUC)
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The Deputy Force Commander of MONUC Force Headquarters, General Martinelli launched the HIV/AIDS Awareness cards in May 2003 in the South African base, Basoko, Kindu. Present at the launch was the Under Secretary General for Peacekeeping Operations, Mr Guehenno and the DPKO HIV/AIDS policy advisor, Margeret Agama. The Force Commander reminded approximately 1000 troops who represented South Africa, Senegal, China and Uruguay that while peacekeeping operations have experienced much success, many peacekeepers and their families have suffered from the not so pleasant sides of peacekeeping, and sadly one of these is HIV/AIDS, a silent epidemic. As a result of this, many families and loved ones of peacekeepers often suffer the consequences of HIV/AIDS long after they have served within a peacekeeping mission. 
Mr Guehenno assisted in the symbolic distribution of cards to the troops and later remarked that the devastating effects of conflict should not be enhanced by HIV/AIDS and its consequences.

The cards designed by UNAIDS and DPKO have been produced in 10 of the most spoken languages by peacekeepers all over the world and provide information on HIV/AIDS and the code of conduct for peacekeepers. They are informative and serve as a teaching and awareness tool not only between peacekeepers but their families, friends and the local population.

The Force Commander has directed that all peacekeepers carry the cards as part of their uniforms once issued.    
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Under Secretary General for Peacekeeping Operations, Mr Guehenno and the DPKO HIV/AIDS policy advisor, Margaret Agama at the launch of the UNAIDS/ DPKO HIV/AIDS awareness cards at MONUC











