
UNAIDS Initiative on HIV/AIDS and Security

Third Quarterly Report 2002

In response to the Declaration of Commitments on HIV/AIDS, the UNAIDS Initiative on HIV/AIDS and Security focuses on strengthening and coordinating responses to HIV/AIDS in the following key areas:   

(1) National Security, including defence and civil defence forces; 

(2) Community Security, including vulnerable populations affected by conflict; 

(3) International Security, including international peacekeepers.

HIV/AIDS and Human Security

On the occasion of the Briefing Panel to the 107th US Congress 107th addressing “Security for a new Century", the UNAIDS Chief of Humanitarian Unit made a statement to the US Congress on 19 July 2002 focusing on the epidemic’s threat to local, national and global security. 
In response to the growing threat of HIV/AIDS to security and political stability worldwide, UNAIDS signed a Cooperation Framework with the International Crisis Group (ICG) on 23 August 2002 in a move to strengthen leadership and build partnerships in the area of HIV/AIDS and security. The ICG is a private multinational organization committed to strengthening the capacity of the international community to anticipate, understand and act to prevent and contain conflict. 

The Cooperation Framework aims to establish close collaboration between UNAIDS and ICG to ensure quality research and advocacy on the security implications of HIV/AIDS at the global level and in key countries. The joint effort will focus on how HIV/AIDS prevention and care can be an incentive for conflict resolution and peace building in high-prevalence conflict areas. It will also seek to document worldwide effects of HIV/AIDS on peace and security.
The Centre for Strategic and International Studies Task Force held a meeting in Washington on 4 October 2002 focusing on HIV/AIDS in China, India, Russia, Ethiopia and Nigeria. UNAIDS Chief of Humanitarian Unit addressed the Task Force on of broad trends emerging from these countries.  He stated that while it is difficult to make accurate projections of future HIV prevalence, addressing HIV as a threat to all elements of human security could help to preempt an escalation of HIV worldwide.

HIV/AIDS and Conflict 
During the Humanitarian Segment of the UN Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) meeting held in New York on 15 -17 July, a special humanitarian panel was organized on HIV/AIDS and the most vulnerable.  The UNAIDS Chief of Humanitarian Unit addressed the panel focusing on “HIV/AIDS, conflict and security”.
The IASC Reference Group on HIV/AIDS in Emergency Settings met on 10-11 September in a workshop to develop a plan of action for 2002-2003.  The workshop discussed general issues of coordination mechanisms and resource mobilization as well as more specific issues relating to capacity building and training, research and advocacy, and essential packages.

Children.  A UNICEF workshop on HIV/AIDS and Children affected by Armed Conflict was held in Nairobi on 26-28 August 2002.  During this meeting, UN humanitarian staff received programming training to prevent HIV among young people, to prevent and respond to sexual violence and exploitation, and to care for and protect orphans and separated children in conflict situations.
Refugees. UNHCR has released its initial findings on their field study of HIV/AIDS in Kenya and Tanzanian Refugee Camps recommending that UNAHCR and NGOs implement a programme of exchange visits between various camps as many innovative programmes are currently underway.  The report also calls on UNHCR and NGOs to provide new programmes with basics such as safe blood transfusion, STI treatment, VCT and condom promotion and highlights the importance of the logical sequence to the implementation of HIV/AIDS programmes according to the phase of the emergency and the stage of the epidemic.
HIV/AIDS and Uniformed Services 

The UNAIDS Generic Guidelines for HIV/AIDS interventions for uniformed services with emphasis on young recruits, developed in April has been finalised.  Approximately 40 countries have been identified as a first phase, to implement interventions using these guidelines.  Interventions for uniformed services with an emphasis on young recruits are already underway in approximately 13 countries. UNAIDS is currently compiling a comprehensive STI/HIV/AIDS programming guide and training package which includes key material for HIV/AIDS training to support and assist implementing partners and relevant ministries in their HIV/AIDS training programmes for uniformed services.

Eastern Europe and Central Asia. Having adapted the Ukraine model of peer education for HIV/AIDS awareness among its armed forces, HIV/AIDS activities for uniformed services are currently in place or will soon be underway in Belarus, Moldova, Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan.  
West and Central Africa. Following technical consultations in the region, five initial countries have been identified for HIV/AIDS awareness activities among young recruits. They include: (1) Central African Republic, (2) Congo, (3) Democratic Republic of Congo, (4) Guinea, and (5) Sierra Leone.  A proposal from Congo Armed Forces is being reviewed.
Southern and Eastern Africa. A situation and response analysis on HIV/AIDS interventions among uniformed services in Kenya, Tanzania and Uganda is being finalized and follow up actions are underway. 

A Best Practice Case Study on HIV/AIDS Prevention and Care activities in military and peacekeeping situation is being developed for Eritrea with the support of the Humanitarian Unit.  This study will describe the initiative taken by UNMEE and EDF during periods of military mobilization and demobilization to protect the military and civilian population from HIV.
South East Asia. UNAIDS is currently working with the Royal Thai army to develop a Best Practice document on their successful approach to HIV/AIDS prevention among young conscripts during the past 13 years. 

A project for STD/HIV/AIDS Prevention through Peer Education Among Men and Women in Uniform in the Philippines has recently been presented and approved.  
General. UNAIDS participated in the XXXIV International Congress on Military Medicine held in South Africa from 15-22 September. The congress this year focused significantly on HIV/AIDS as well as on peace support operations and psychosocial sciences. 
HIV/AIDS and Peacekeeping Operations

DPKO: UNAIDS and DPKO are working to strengthen efforts to institutionalise and integrate HIV/AIDS response within DPKO at HQ and in order to ensure ongoing support to the Senior HIV/AIDS policy officers in each mission (currently Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL), Democratic Republic of Congo (MONUC) and Ethiopia/Eritrea (UNMEE)). In this regard UNAIDS has contributed funds to an HIV/AIDS trust fund created by DPKO in order to support their projects on HIV/AIDS and peacekeeping.  A UNAIDS HIV/AIDS Policy Advisor is in the process of being recruited to be placed at DPKO headquarters.  This person will be responsible for coordinating and supporting the integration of comprehensive HIV/AIDS responses within international peacekeeping operations/mechanisms.
Awareness Training: A baseline study undertaken in UNMEE (UN Mission for Ethiopia and Eritrea) to monitor the impact of the HIV/AIDS awareness card strategy and the general HIV/AIDS awareness training for peacekeepers has been completed.  The report is currently being finalised.
UNAIDS Humanitarian Unit NEWS
In an effort to strengthen field capacity, we are pleased to announce that as of October 2002, Gael Lescornec will be the Humanitarian Programme Adviser for Sub-Saharan Africa based in the UNAIDS Inter-Country Team in Pretoria. Her replacement in Copenhagen will be Sinead Ryan who comes to us with a diversified and rich background in the area of public health and humanitarian affairs. 
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