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In response to the UN Declaration of Commitments on HIV/AIDS, the UNAIDS Initiative on HIV/AIDS and Security focuses on strengthening and coordinating responses to HIV/AIDS in the following key areas:   

(1) National Security, including defence and civil defence forces; 

(2) Community Security, including vulnerable populations affected by conflict; 
(3) International Security, including international peacekeepers.

HIV/AIDS and Human Security
Africa’s top political, military and civilian leaders discussed integrated solutions to the problems of health and security, notably the continued spread of HIV/AIDS, at a seminar held by the African Strategic Studies Centre (CESA) in Dakar from 19-25 May. A keynote address on HIV/AIDS and Security was delivered by Ulf Kristoffersson, UNAIDS Chief of Humanitarian Unit.
HIV/AIDS and Conflict 

Women and girls. The UNIFEM HIV/AIDS Gender Advisor in Sierra Leone has been providing technical assistance to leading organisations working on HIV/AIDS in the country.  The Society for Women and AIDS in Africa in Sierra Leone (SWAASL) has been selected to provide HIV/AIDS sensitisation to the Government Commission responsible for Rehabilitation and Resettlement as well as to act as a monitoring body for important NGO projects in the country, ensuring strong advocacy for gender policies on HIV/AIDS at the governmental and non-governmental levels.  
Children.  During the UN General Assembly Special Session on Children held in New York from 8-10 May, delegates devoted particular attention to the plight of children in Africa where civil wars have created some 300,000 child soldiers and the AIDS epidemic which has orphaned millions of children and adolescents.
Refugees. In collaboration with UNAIDS, UNHCR has developed a Strategic Plan on HIV/AIDS for Refugees for 2002-2004 which is now operational in refugee camps in Kenya, Tanzania and Uganda. UNHCR is also active in the context of the Mano River Union Initiative on HIV/AIDS, comprising of Sierra Leone, Liberia and Guinea (see below).
Sub-Regional Initiatives. The proposed action plan and institutional framework for the Mano River Union Initiative on HIV/AIDS was drafted and discussed among the governments, civil society, UN agencies and sub-regional partners, through the facilitation of the UNAIDS Inter-Country Team in West and Central Africa.
HIV/AIDS and Uniformed Services 

As a follow up to the UNAIDS Strategic Action Plan on HIV/AIDS interventions for uniformed services with emphasis on young recruits, developed in April, UNAIDS is currently compiling a comprehensive training package including key material for HIV/AIDS training to support and assist implementing partners and relevant ministries in their HIV/AIDS training programmes for uniformed services.
Eastern Europe and Central Asia. Having adapted the Ukraine model of peer education for HIV/AIDS awareness among its armed forces, HIV/AIDS activities for uniformed services are currently being started in Belarus, Moldova, Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan.  
West and Central Africa. Following technical consultations in the region, five initial countries have been identified for HIV/AIDS awareness activities among young recruits. They include: (1) Central African Republic, (2) Congo, (3) Democratic Republic of Congo, (4) Guinea, and (5) Sierra Leone.  In the context of the Mano River Union Initiative on HIV/AIDS, the UNAIDS Inter-country Team for West and Central Africa has been facilitating cooperation between the armed forces of Sierra Leone and Liberia on HIV/AIDS programmes and capacity building.  
Southern and Eastern Africa. UNAIDS is currently undertaking a situation and response analysis on HIV/AIDS interventions among uniformed services in Kenya, Tanzania and Uganda.

South East Asia. UNAIDS is currently working with the Royal Thai army to develop a Best Practice document on their successful approach to HIV/AIDS prevention among young conscripts during the past 13 years. 
Project proposals have been submitted for HIV/AIDS awareness training among the armed forces in Viet-Nam and the Philippines.
HIV/AIDS and Peacekeeping Operations

Awareness Training.  The UN peacekeeping mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea (UNMEE) has taken the lead in providing training on how to tackle HIV/AIDS. Through the support of UNAIDS, it has trained troops from both countries, as well as its own peacekeepers, to instruct fellow soldiers and civilians on how to combat the AIDS.

HIV/AIDS Policy Officers. Through the support of UNAIDS, the UN Department of Peacekeeping Operations (DPKO) has posted HIV/AIDS Policy Officers within UNAMSIL (UN Mission in Sierra Leone), MONUC (UN Mission in the Democratic Republic of Congo) and UNMEE (UN Mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea).

General. In cooperation with UNAIDS, UNFPA, CDC (Centre for Disease Control) and the US Department of Defence, DPKO organised its first workshop on HIV/AIDS, Malaria and Tuberculosis on 13 - 16 May in Oslo. Key recommendations from the workshop included (1) Clinical guidelines for the pre-deployment examination of AIDS; (2) HIV Pre-/Post- Counselling and Testing; (3) “Code of Responsible Relationships”; (4) HIV/AIDS Policy Officers; (5) Programmes on HIV/AIDS and peacekeeping; and (6) Basis for adequate Malaria Diagnosis.
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