ANNEX 1:

Highlights of UNAIDS and DPKO cooperation efforts within the five main UN peacekeeping missions currently in operation.

UNMEE (Ethiopia/Eritrea)

Since January 2001, and in follow up to a joint mission in October 2000, UNAIDS has supported UNMEE in responding to HIV/AIDS in the following ways:

1. Formal establishment of the UNMEE HIV/AIDS Task Force on 26 January 2001, with representatives from all main contingents, UNMEE FHQ, as well as UNAIDS, NACP/MOH and the EDF (Eritrean Defence Force) Health Service. 

2. All four sessions of the HIV/AIDS Awareness training for over 100 UNMEE HQ staff (February-March 2001) were facilitated by UNAIDS.

3. Following request by UNAIDS Eritrea, the UNAIDS Humanitarian Office fielded a four-week technical assistance mission to Eritrea on HIV and Military Populations to assist with (i) the launching of the 2nd Phase of the EDF Project “Accelerating Prevention Activities and Developing Care and Support Programmes in the Eritrean Defense Force” (UNAIDS PAF) and (ii) the formulation and implementation of a comprehensive HIV/AIDS programme for UNMEE. The mission, which effectively took place from 15 April to 13 May 2001, helped devise a strategy to develop UNMEE HIV/AIDS programme.

4. Following suggestion by UNAIDS Eritrea, UNMEE participated in the Planning & Consensus Workshop for the launching of the 2nd Phase of the EDF Project held in Asmara from 8 to 10 May 2001.

5. UNAIDS provided technical assistance for the organization and facilitation of a planning workshop on 15 June, attended by representatives from each contingent and UNMEE FHQ, and subsequently for drafting the UNMEE HIV/AIDS programme. The UNMEE HIV/AIDS Programme developed during this planning workshop was formally approved by UNMEE HIV/AIDS Task Force during its meeting of 10 July.

6. Following the approval of the Programme, 13 representatives of UNMEE various contingents and FHQ participated in the Training of Trainers on Peer Facilitation organized by the Eritrean Defense Force during the period 23 to 28 July 2001, with the support and technical assistance of UNAIDS (including a financial contribution of US$3,300 from UNAIDS Humanitarian Unit) and Family Health International (FHI). Following this initial training of trainers, peer leadership training is ongoing in INDBAT, JORBAT, KENBAT and the Bangladesh COY.
7. UNAIDS drafted the Terms of Reference for UNMEE HIV/AIDS Task Force which were approved in August.

8. Following request from UNAIDS, participation of UNMEE in the planning and implementation of World AIDS Day activities, as well as in the funding of activities (contribution of US$6,500 through its quick impact fund).

9. Improvement by UNMEE of its condom distribution system.

10. Through UNAIDS, organization and facilitation of a Training of Trainers Workshop on Peer Leadership for the Ethiopian Armed Forces (EAF) and UNMEE staff in Addis Ababa (October 2001).

11. In November, UNAIDS drafted a Statement by the UNMEE HIV/AIDS Task Force on HIV/AIDS concerning the Availability of Voluntary Counseling and Testing (VCT) Services in the Mission Area.

12. UNAIDS is in the process of developing a Best Practice Collection on HIV Prevention and Care in Military and Peacekeeping Situations using Eritrea as a case study.
UNAMSIL (Sierra Leone)

1. The UNAIDS Secretariat initiated a joint UN mission to Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL) in February 2001 including representatives from the UNAIDS Secretariat, DPKO Medical Unit, UNFPA and UNIFEM which resulted in a work plan to address HIV/AIDS within the Mission and in relation to the host population including national entities and civil society groups. 

2. In follow up to this, UNAIDS through UNIFEM has recruited an HIV/AIDS Gender Advisor in Sierra Leone for an initial two years to work with women and girls affected by the conflict in the region. 

3. As part of the overall strategy to increase awareness within peacekeeping personnel, the HIV/AIDS Awareness Card is currently being tested in UNAMSIL and coordinated by the appointed HIV/AIDS focal point in the mission 

UNTAET (East Timor)

1. UNAIDS undertook a field mission to UNTAET (East Timor) in November 2000 which resulted in recommendations and follow up actions within the mission and the relevant entities in the region.

2. Follow up to these recommendations have been partially met with the ongoing collaboration between UNAIDS and DPKO at the policy level in order to increase awareness and response within each missions. 

MONUC (Democratic Republic of Congo)

1. Following the visit of the UNAIDS Executive Director to the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) in August 2001, a UNAIDS mission was undertaken to follow up outstanding issues including the role of MONUC in addressing HIV/AIDS within its mission.

2. MONUC has recently been included in the UN Theme Group on HIV/AIDS in DRC.

3. A joint mission is planned for the DRC before the end of the year.

UNMIK (Kosovo) / UNMIBH (Bosnia I Herzegovina)

1. A joint in-country mission with representatives from UNAIDS, UNFPA, UNICEF and DPKO was undertaken in UNMIK and UNMIBH in November 2001 with the objective of identifying ways of improving the UN Mission response to HIV/AIDS internally but also externally as the administrative body in the relevant countries. 

2. A set of recommendations in follow up to this mission is currently being developed.
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