Cooperation Framework

between

the Joint United Nations Programme on HIVIAIDS (UNAIDSY and

the United Nations Department ofPeacekeeping Operations (DPKO)

The purpose of this Cooperation Framework is to respond to the growing HIV/AIDS epidemic and to mitigate its impact on international peace and security. In view of the alarming spread of HIV/AIDS in the context of conflict, and in response to the United Nations Security Council Resolution 1308, this collaboration will provide for HIVIAIDS prevention and care within peacekeeping operations.

The Cooperation Framework is intended to strengthen the UN global response to the HI V/AIDS epidemic by establishing an agreement between the Joint United Nations Programme on HIVIAIDS (UNAIDS) and the United Nations Department o fPeacekeeping Operations (DPKO) in order to build on the recognized expertise of each institution and establish practical and efficient modes of cooperation.

As the leading advocate for worldwide action against HIVIAIDS, the global mission of UNAIDS is to lead, strengthen and support an expanded response to the epidemic. In view of the growing significance of the spread of HIV/AIDS in conflict areas, the UNAIDS Secretariat is actively addressing the issue of HIV infection among uniformed services and those populations affected by peacekeeping operations.

The mandate of DPKO involves training, executive direction, management and logistical support for United Nations peacekeeping operations worldwide. HIVIAIDS prevention and care and its implications before, during and after peacekeeping operations have been established as an urgent strategic priority.

The direct beneficiaries of this Cooperation Framework include primarily military and civilian peacekeeping personnel and humanitarian workers as well as those vulnerable populations affected by peacekeeping operations. Through this Cooperation Framework, UNAIDS and DPKO seek to develop the capacity of peacekeepers to become advocates and actors for the awareness and prevention of HIV transmission.

UNAIDS shall ensure technical and advisory support to facilitate DPKO in its execution and development of the following areas of cooperation:

1 .
Training (at recruitment, pre-deployment, deployment, tour of duty and demobilisation phases);

The Joint United Nations Programme on HIVIAIDS (UNAIDS) brings together seven organizations ofthe UNfamily: United Nations Children ‘s Fund (UNICEF), United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), United Nations Educational, ScientWc and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), United Nations International Drug Control Programme (UNDCP), United Nations Populatton Fund (UNFPA), World Health Organization (WHO) and the World Bank.

2.
Code of Conduct (emphasize advocacy role of peacekeepers and sanctions for breaking codes);

3.
Testing (encourage Voluntary and Confidential Counselling and Testing (VCCT) and regular update on the policy of testing);

4.
Cooperation between peacekeepers, the national military and the civilian population

5.
In-mission Care of affected personnel

6.
Resources (information/education material, male/female condoms);

7.
Best Practices (through the UNAIDS Best Practices Unit and the DPKO Lessons Learned Unit).

DPKO shall integrate HIV/AIDS awareness and prevention at all levels of training and in the

Code of Conduct, emphasizing that the epidemic requires a multisectorial approach. Ongoing

DPKO training on ethics, humanitarian law, human rights and gender sensitivity is all relevant

to HIV prevention and care.

At field level, DPKO and UNAIDS shall collaborate directly with each other and with representatives of the local population, other UN agencies and NGOs to ensure appropriate and efficient coordination of technical support and sustainable preventive measures against the spread of HIV. In this regard, DPKO shall reinforce in-mission training through the establishment of Training Cells in missions.

To permit a regular review of the implementation of the Cooperation Framework and encourage a regular consultation process, an annual meeting of the two organizations will be convened, alternating between the UNAIDS Secretariat in Geneva and DPKO headquarters in New York.

Any financial contribution on the part of either the UNAIDS Secretariat or DPKO to each other’s activities will be subject to a specific separate agreement.

This Cooperation Framework will take effect on the date of signature indicated below. It may be revised upon the request of either party.
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