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Corporations that want to assist with HIV/AIDS programs in developing countries have a new tool - Partnership Menus.

The menus, which UNAIDS, the U.N. Foundation and the World Economic Forum created jointly, list countrywide projects that donors can sponsor.  The menus are part of the World Economic Forum's Global Health Initiative.

"The menus illustrate concrete opportunities for businesses and foundations to engage in the response to AIDS in countries," said Peter Piot, UNAIDS executive director.

Piot said country-based actions are critical in the fight against the AIDS pandemic.

UNAIDS officials said the projects range from youth-friendly health services to home-based care programs to education for orphans.

So far, menus are available for Brazil, India and Zambia.

The Zambian menu, for example, features the Zambian Business Coalition on AIDS that helps companies care for their employees. It's also helping to establish a home-based care program.

Workers and dependants are trained in counseling and as caregivers for home-based care, officials said. With a contribution of 24,000, a business could help train 90 caregivers for the home-based programs.

In India, 50,000 could train 1,500 condom retailers in HIV and sexually transmitted disease prevention in one Indian state, officials said.

The menus, which UNAIDS developed in consultation with the national AIDS programs, provide examples of projects that fit with the country's AIDS strategy framework.

They're also written in terms that private sector representatives can understand, officials said.

The project reflects the thematic areas of the declaration of commitment adopted last year at the U.N. General Assembly special session on AIDS.

Timothy Worth, president of the U.N. Foundation, said the menus are "providing businesses around the world a clear tool to join the fight."

More information about the Partnership Menus is available at www.unaids.org/partnership/index.html.

