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2003 General Assembly High Level Meeting on HIV/AIDS 

New York, 22 September

I. Introduction

The Declaration of Commitment on HIV/AIDS provides for the dedication of "at least one full day of the annual session of the General Assembly to review and debate a report of the Secretary-General on progress achieved in realizing the Commitments set out in the present Declaration, with a view to identifying problems and constraints and making recommendations on action needed to make further progress." To this end, the General Assembly, by its resolutions 57/299 of 20 December 2002 and 57/308 of 22 May 2003, decided to convene a one-day high-level meeting on 22 September with a plenary session and an informal interactive panel discussion. In addition, a number of special events arranged by the UNAIDS Secretariat, UNAIDS Cosponsoring Organizations and other relevant agencies are scheduled.  The range of topics reflects the complexity of the epidemic itself and discussions throughout the day are expected to acknowledge and reinforce that prevention, treatment, care and support are interconnected and mutually supportive elements of comprehensive national responses to HIV/AIDS.  

II. Information for participants

A.
Date and venue

The high-level meeting of the General Assembly, comprising plenary sessions and an informal interactive panel discussion, will be held on Monday 22 September 2003, at United Nations Headquarters in New York. The plenary meetings will be held in the General Assembly Hall and the informal interactive panel discussion will be held in the Economic and Social Council Chamber.

B. Organization of and participation in the high-level meeting of the General Assembly

1. Plenary

The plenary meeting will comprise a morning session from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., an afternoon session from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. and an evening session from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. Depending on the number of speakers, the evening session may be extended as necessary.

The President of the General Assembly will make an opening statement at the plenary meeting.  Thereafter, the Secretary-General will introduce his report on progress in implementation of the Declaration of Commitment (document A/58/184).

Participants in the debate will include member States, the Holy See as observer State, Palestine as Observer and representatives of organizations and entities that have received a standing invitation to participate as observers in the sessions and the work of the General Assembly.

a. List of speakers for the debate in plenary

The current list of speakers for the debate in plenary is available in room S-2925 and on the Internet. Any change or addition to the list of speakers should be communicated in writing to the General Assembly Branch, room S –2940B, tel. 963-5063, fax no. 963-3783.

b. Length of statements for the debate in plenary

Statements for the debate in plenary shall be limited to five minutes. To facilitate the observance of the time limit, a light system installed on the lectern would signal the approach of the five-minute limit.

c. Documentation

Only official documents of the high-level meeting bearing General Assembly document symbols and texts of statements to be delivered in plenary meetings will be distributed in the General Assembly Hall. All other materials would be placed on a table on the West Side of the Hall provided for this purpose.

2.
Informal Interactive Panel Discussion 

Pursuant to General Assembly Resolution 57/299, an informal interactive panel discussion, entitled Implementing the Declaration of Commitment on HIV/AIDS: from policy to practice – progress achieved, lessons learned and best practices, will be held from 3:30 p.m. to 5 p.m., in parallel with the afternoon plenary session.  

The informal interactive panel discussion shall take place in the ECOSOC Chambers and shall be open to Member States, observers, as well as entities of the United Nations system and accredited civil society representatives.

This is an opportunity for an interactive exchange among governments, representatives of the United Nations system, civil society/business sector organizations active in HIV/AIDS and the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria.

Given seating limitations, colour coded passes will be required for entry into the ECOSOC Chamber. Passes for member States will be made available through the Protocol and Liaison Service.

Format for the panel discussion

The format for the panel discussion is under discussion, depending on the participation of Heads of State.

C.
Side events
1.
Luncheon Round Tables  
A set of luncheon round tables hosted by UNAIDS Co-sponsor executive heads, and the  Chairman of the Board of the Global Fund to fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria (GFATM) will be held on 22 September 2003 from 1:15 p.m. to 2:45 p.m. as follows:

· Orphans and children made vulnerable by HIV/AIDS – the emerging response (Host: Ms. Carol Bellamy, Executive Director, UNICEF)

Private Dining Room 7
· Women: meeting the challenges of HIV/AIDS (Host: Dr. Thoraya Obaid, Executive Director, UNFPA and Ms. Noeleen Heyzer, Executive Director, UNIFEM)

Private Dining Room 6
· Expanding access to treatment and care (Host: Dr. Jong-wook Lee, Director General,WHO) 

Private Dining Room 1
· The Global Fund: Financing the Fight Against the Global Epidemics (Hosts: Secretary Tommy Thompson, Chair of the Board, and Dr. Richard Feachem, Executive Director, Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria)

Private Dining Room 8
Venue for the luncheons: Delegates Dining Room, (Designated Private Dining Rooms), 4th Floor, U.N. Secretariat Building.

Delegates are invited to participate in the four high-level luncheons on a first come first serve basis due to the limited number of seats. Responses are to be received by the UNAIDS New York Office by 10 September, tel. 824-6002 or e-mail: lindbladb@unaids.org 

2.
High Level briefings

A series of United Nations agency thematic briefings will be held as follows:

· HIV/AIDS and Security (organized by the UNAIDS Secretariat)

Conference Room 8, from 1:00 – 2:30 p.m.
· HIV/AIDS and the World of Work (organized by the ILO)

Conference Room 7, 11:30 – 1:30 p.m.
· The media and AIDS: New Ways Forward (organized by UNDP and the U.N. Department of Public Information)

Dag Hammarskold Auditorium, from 1 – 3:00 p.m.
· HIV/AIDS and Food Security (organized by FAO/WFP/IFAD)

Conference Room 6, 11:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

· How the Global Fund finances country programmes to fight HIV/AIDS (organised by the GFATM), Conference Room 8, from 5:00 – 6:00 p.m.

3.
Community Forum

The Community Forum, co-hosted by African Services Committee, the International Council of AIDS Service Organizations (ICASO) and UNAIDS, will bring together representatives of civil society organizations in New York for the GA session, New York/Washington area AIDS advocacy and service organizations. The event will be planned in close consultation with local organizations such as African Services Committee, Gay Men’s Health Crisis (GMHC) and the Latino Commission on HIV/AIDS. Tentative plans include a dialogue session that could include the Executive Director and senior staff of the UNAIDS Secretariat and Cosponsors, other UN officials, representatives of overseas networks, the business sector and the media. This meeting will be held on Sunday, September 21, 2003 from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. Venue: UNICEF House, Labouisse Hall, 3 UN plaza (44th Street between 1st and  2nd  Avenues), New York.

4.
Thematic Exhibits

A number of panel exhibits on selected programme activities (i.e. HIV/AIDS and young people, gender, prevention, HIV/AIDS and uniformed services) of UNAIDS Co-sponsors, the UNAIDS Secretariat and others will be on display in selected locations of the United Headquarters building. Publications will be available.

5.
Media Coverage

Media briefings and media interviews will be arranged by UNAIDS, DPI and the Corkery Group. Arrangements are being made for UNTV to provide coverage of the panel discussion. A media centre shall be established in Conference Room 1. Journalists wishing to be accredited to the day’s events should contact Mr. Abdellatif Kabbaj at telephone numbers 212 963 6934 or 963 6937 or fax number 212 963 4642.

III. Information on civil society participation

Registration for non-governmental organizations and other civil society representatives

Non-governmental organizations and representatives of civil society should contact the UNAIDS New York Office at jpanguito@unicef.org for additional information and registration:

Representatives must bring to the Registration Desk both:

· A photo identification (e.g., passport, driver’s licence, etc.) and

· A copy of the invitation letter from the President of the General Assembly, the UN Secretariat or UNAIDS confirming their pre-registration to the high-level meeting.

Access to the second floor of the General Assembly and Conference Buildings

The entire second floor of the General Assembly and Conference Buildings is a restricted area. Entry to this area requires a special pass that allows the bearer beyond the security checkpoints.

Access to plenary meetings

During General Assembly sessions, representatives of non-governmental organizations and other accredited civil society representatives in possession of a valid United Nations grounds pass usually have access to the public gallery (fourth floor) of the General Assembly Hall during plenary meetings. Access to the gallery is from the Visitors Entrance of the General Assembly Building. 

For the plenary meetings of the General Assembly on 22 September, fifty tickets will be distributed to non-governmental organizations and other accredited civil society representatives wishing to attend the plenary meetings. These tickets will be made available on a first come first serve basis. Seating will also be on a first come first served basis.

Access to the informal interactive panel discussion (Economic and Social Council Chamber)

Representatives of non-governmental organizations and other accredited civil society representatives invited to participate in the informal interactive panel discussion will require a colour-coded pass to enter the Chamber. These passes will be available on a first come, first serve basis. 

A live broadcast of the informal interactive panel discussion will take place in Conference Room 2. 

Access to meeting rooms


Non-governmental organizations and civil society representatives that are accredited and registered to attend the high-level meeting of the General Assembly will also be able to participate in meetings and special events held in Conference Rooms 6, 7, 8 and the Dag Hammarskjold Library Auditorium.
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