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Case Study 1: An integrated approach to HIV awareness in Tanzania

In Kibondo refugee camp in Tanzania, Stop AIDS, a local organization formed by refugees, linked up with 
the Tanzanian Service Health and Development for People Living with HIV/AIDSða group within the 
local host populationðto provide HIV awareness and education to both refugees and the surrounding 
community. The groupsô efforts included providing education prevention activities and programmes to 
secondary schools, as well as to youth and adolescent groups as part of out-of-school activities. The 
two groups also worked together to organize joint concert sessions and mass campaigns in schools and 
public places, where members spoke publicly and helped to educate audiences on issues involved in 
living with HIV. 

In the future, several of the Stop AIDS members studying at Tumaini University in Iringa, are planning 
to expand their activities to the University. In addition, the Tanganyika Christian Refugee Service, a 
nongovernmental organization supporting Stop AIDS groups in refugee camps, will launch a programme 
called Men Against AIDS in Tanzania. This programme will be integrated into the work already being done 
by the refugee campsô Stop AIDS members. 

Case Study 2: Beneýts of integrating HIV programmes in Uganda

In 1998, the Government of Uganda, the Directorate of Refugees and UNHCR began discussions on 
implementing the Self-Reliance Strategy (SRS). The Strategy was developed to offset the burden placed 
on host country governments during protracted refugee situations. Its overall goal is ñto improve the 
standard of living of the people in Moyo, Arua, and Adjumani districts, including the refugeesò. The Strategy 
works to accomplish this by improving food self-sufýciency, increasing access to social services such as 
health and education, and boosting local government capacity to plan and deliver essential services. 

In Uganda, at the beginning of 2005 there were over 220 000 refugees living and sharing health services 
with an estimated 135 000 people from surrounding communities. UNHCR designed its HIV services to 
work in conjunction with Ugandaôs National Strategic Plan. In Kyangwali and Palorinya settlements, the 
programmes developed were aimed at expanding and strengthening voluntary counselling and testing 
services and prevention of mother-to-child transmission for refugees and host nationals. The voluntary 
counselling and testing sites are supported jointly by the government and UNHCR, with services being 
provided to both host country and refugee populations. Currently there are eight static sites providing 
conýdential voluntary counselling and testing throughout the settlements. To date, over 600 refugees and 
nationals have used voluntary counselling and testing services. From this group, a core post-test club of 
25 members (13 refugees and 12 nationals) was established and trained to sensitize both refugee and 
surrounding host populations on HIV prevention and care through the use of music, dance and drama. 
Similar post-test clubs were established and equipped in Arua, Adjumani, Moyo and Mbarara districts to 
provide similar services there. 

There are currently two functional prevention of mother-to-child transmission sites available for both host 
country nationals and refugees. The drugs administered at the onset of labour to HIV-positive women are 
provided by the government as part of its national policy. The cost to train counsellors is shared by the 
Government of Uganda and UNHCR. Site selection for sentinel surveillance and relevant staff training were 
also carried out jointly by the Government of Uganda and UNHCR. HIV and syphilis tests and the necessary 
equipment were provided by the national programme. The specimens collected are tested by the Government 
of Uganda and used in its national reporting process. Prevalence found for ýrst quarter specimens (600 
samples) was 1% to 2.35%. Furthermore, both the government and UNHCR have developed additional HIV 
services for both refugees and host country nationals. The Government of Uganda has promoted projects to 
sensitize refugee and surrounding host populations, provide HIV test kits, and train laboratory staff. UNHCR 
has given support for providing HIV test kits and has provided refrigerators for storing specimens. In addition 
to HIV programmes, other related health services have been provided by the Government of Uganda and 
UNHCR to both refugees and host country nationals, including the treatment of opportunistic infections and 
sexually transmitted infections. These have been shown to have a signiýcant impact on the health outcomes 
of individuals with HIV. Finally, the World Food Programme has provided nutritional assistance to both host 
country nationals and refugees living with HIV.
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Appendix 1: Refugee inclusion in National 
Strategic Plan activities

National Strategic Plans on HIV/AIDS

Country  Plan exists 
1=yes; 2=no; 
3=unknown

Plan mentions 
refs 1=yes; 
2=no

speciýc 
activities  
1=yes; 2=no

Period covered

Algeria 1 2 2 2002-2006

Angola 1 1 2 2003-2008

Burundi 1 1 1 2002-2006

Cameroon 1 2 2 2000-2005

Central African 
Republic

1 1 1 2002-2004

Chad 2 2 2 New plan to be 
ýnalized

Congo-B 1 1 1 2003-2007

Cote dôIvoire 1 1 2 2002-2004

Democratic 
Republic of Congo

1 2 2 New plan to be 
ýnalized

Djibouti 1 2 2 2003-2007

Egypt 2 2 2

Ethiopia 1 1 1 2001-2005

Gabon 1 1 1 2001-2005

Ghana 1 2 2 2001-2005

Guinea 1 1 1 2003-2007

Kenya 1 2 2 2000-2005

Liberia 1 1 1 2004-2007

Libyan Arab 
Jamahiriya

2 2 2

Namibia 1 1 1 2004-2009

Rwanda 1 1 1 2002-2006

Senegal 1 1 2 2002-2006

Sierra Leone 1 1 2 2002-2006

South Africa 1 2 2 2000-2005

Sudan 1 1 2 2003-2007

Togo 1 2 2 2001-2005

Uganda 1 1 1 200/1-2005/6

United Republic of 
Tanzania

1 1 1 2003-2007

Zambia 1 1 1 2002-2005

 Have plan Refugees 
mentioned

Refugee 
activities stated

Answer 28 24 25

YES 25 (86%) 17 (68%) 11 (44%)

NO 3 (14%)  8 (32%) 13 (56%)
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Appendix 2: Refugee inclusion in approved 
HIV proposals from the Global Fund to Fight 
AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria (Global Fund)

Approved HIV proposal from Global Fund

Country Approved 
1=yes; 2= no

Round Plan incl. ref  
to refugees  
1=yes; 2=no; 
3=N/A

speciýc 
activities  
1=yes; 2=no; 
3=N/A

Algeria 1 Round 3 2 2

Angola 1 Round 4 1 1

Burundi* 1 Round 1 1 2

Cameroon** 1 Round 3 and 
Round 4

2 2

Central African 
Republic

1 Round 2 and 
Round 4

2 2

Chad 1 Round 3 1 1

Congo-B 2  2 2

Cote dôIvoire 1 Round 2 and 
Round 3 (activities 
for refugees in 
Round 3)

1 1

Democratic 
Republic of Congo

1 Round 3 1 2

Djibouti 1 Round 4 1 2

Egypt 2  2 2

Ethiopia 1 Round 2 and 
Round 4

2 2

Gabon 1 Round 3 2 2

Ghana* 1 Round 1 2 2

Guinea 1 Round 2 1 2

Kenya* 1 Round 1 and 
Round 2 (Round 1 
scanned manually)

2 2

Liberia 1 Round 2 2 2

Libyan Arab 
Jamahiriya

2  2 2

Namibia 1 Round 2 1 1

Rwanda* 1 Round 1 and 
Round 3 (Round 1 
scanned manually) 

2 2

Senegal* 1 Round 1 2 2

Sierra Leone 1 Round 4 1 1

South Africa 1 Rounds 1, 2 and 3 2 2

Sudan* 1 Round 3 and 
Round 4 (activities 
for refugees in 
Round 3)

1 1













Produced with environment-friendly materials

The Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) brings together ten UN 
agencies in a common effort to ýght the epidemic: the Ofýce of the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), the United Nations Childrenôs Fund (UNICEF), 
the World Food Programme (WFP), the United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP), the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), the United Nations Ofýce on 
Drugs and Crime (UNODC), the International Labour Organization (ILO), the United 
Nations Educational, Scientiýc and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), the World Health 
Organization (WHO), and the World Bank.

UNAIDS, as a cosponsored programme, unites the responses to the epidemic of its ten 
cosponsoring organizations and supplements these efforts with special initiatives. Its 
purpose is to lead and assist an expansion of the international response to HIV/AIDS 
on all fronts. UNAIDS works with a broad range of partners ï governmental and 
nongovernmental, business, scientiýc and lay ï to share knowledge, skills and best 
practices across boundaries.
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UNHCR and UNAIDS seek to inform and support key decision-makers on HIV-related issues 
facing refugees, other populations of concern to UNHCR, and the populations of host countries. 
Though the content of this study focuses on sub-Saharan Africa, the concepts discussed are 
applicable to refugee situations outside this region. The study presents an overview on the 
various transitions of refugee life, often referred to as the ñcycle of displacementò, the rights 
of refugees, including but not limited to the host countryôs general responsibility to ensure that 
refugees have non-discriminatory access to existing HIV-related services and Best Practices 
aimed at supporting and improving the provision of HIV-related services to both refugee and 
surrounding host country populations through refugee integration, subregional initiatives and 
combined funding streams.

Where conþict and forced displacement occur, it is more effective and efýcient from the 
point of view of public health and programme effectiveness to deal with the HIV-related 
needs of the populations affected by the displacement (refugees, internally displaced and 
host populations) in an integrated and holistic fashion, preferably under the umbrella of the 
national aid strategy. This approach serves not only to ensure that the refugees receive 
the HIV-related assistance they need but also that local populations do not suffer from the 
displacement around them.

The UNAIDS Best Practice Collection

 is a series of information materials from UNAIDS that promote learning, share experience and empower 
people and partners (people living with HIV, affected communities, civil society, governments, the private 
sector and international organizations) engaged in an expanded response to the HIV/AIDS epidemic 
and its impact;

 provides a voice to those working to combat the epidemic and mitigate its effects;

 provides information about what has worked in speciýc settings, for the beneýt of others facing similar 
challenges;

 ýlls a gap in key policy and programmatic areas by providing technical and strategic guidance as well as 
state-of-the-art knowledge on prevention, care and impact- alleviation in multiple settings;

 aims at stimulating new initiatives in the interest of scaling up the country-level response to the HIV/AIDS 
epidemic; and

 is a UNAIDS interagency effort in partnership with other organizations and parties.

Find out more about the Best Practice Collection and other UNAIDS publications from www.unaids.org. Readers 
are encouraged to send their comments and suggestions to the UNAIDS Secretariat in care of the Best Practice 
Manager, UNAIDS, 20 avenue Appia, 1211 Geneva 27, Switzerland.
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