The Paris Declaration

Paris AIDS Summit - 1 December 1994

We, the Heads of Government or Representatives of the 42 States assembled in Paris on 1
December 1994:

I. Mindful

e that the AIDS pandemic, by virtue of its magnitude, constitutes a threat to humanity,

e thatits spread is affecting all societies,

e thatitis hindering social and economic development, in particular of the worst affected
countries, and increasing the disparities within and between countries,

e that poverty and discrimination are contributing factors in the spread of the pandemic,

e that HIV/AIDS inflicts irreparable damage on families and communities,

e that the pandemic concerns all people without distinction but that women, children and
youth are becoming infected at an increasing rate,

e that it not only causes physical and emotional suffering but is often used as justification
for grave violations of human rights,

Mindful Also

¢ that obstacles of all kinds - cultural, legal, economic and political - are hampering
information, prevention, care and support efforts,

e that HIV/AIDS prevention and care and support strategies are inseparable, and hence
must be an integral component of an effective and comprehensive approach to
combating the pandemic,

e that new local, national and international forms of solidarity are emerging, involving in
particular people living with HIV/AIDS and community-based organizations,

Il. Solemnly Declare

e our obligation as political leaders to make the fight against HIV/AIDS a priority,

e our obligation to act with compassion for and in solidarity with those with HIV or at risk of
becoming infected, both within our societies and internationally,

e our determination to ensure that all persons living with HIV/AIDS are able to realize the
full and equal enjoyment of their fundamental rights and freedoms without distinction and
under all circumstances,

e our determination to fight against poverty, stigmatization and discrimination,

e our determination to mobilize all of society - the public and private sectors, community-
based organizations and people living with HIV/AIDS - in a spirit of true partnership,

e our appreciation and support for the activities and work carried out by multilateral,
intergovernmental, non-governmental and community-based organizations, and our
recognition of their important role in combating the pandemic,

e our conviction that only more vigorous and better coordinated action worldwide,
sustained over the long term - such as that to be undertaken by the joint and
cosponsored United Nations programme on HIV/AIDS - can halt the pandemic,



[ll. Undertake in our national policies to

e protect and promote the rights of individuals, in particular those living with or most
vulnerable to HIV/AIDS, through the legal and social environment,

o fully involve non-governmental and community-based organizations as well as people
living with HIV/AIDS in the formulation and implementation of public policies,

e ensure equal protection under the law for persons living with HIV/AIDS with regard to
access to health care, employment, education, travel, housing and social welfare,

¢ intensify the following range of essential approaches for the prevention of HIV/AIDS:

= promotion of and access to various culturally acceptable prevention strategies
and products, including condoms and treatment of sexually transmitted diseases,

= promotion of appropriate prevention education, including sex and gender
education, for youth in school and out of school,

= improvement of women's status, education and living conditions,

= gpecific risk-reduction activities for and in collaboration with the most vulnerable
populations, such as groups at high risk of sexual transmission and migrant
populations,

= the safety of blood and blood products,

= strengthen primary health care systems as a basis for prevention and care, and
integrate HIV/AIDS activities into these systems, so as to ensure equitable
access to comprehensive care,

= make available necessary resources to better combat the pandemic, including
adequate support for people infected with HIV/AIDS, non-governmental
organizations and community-based organizations working with vulnerable
populations.

IV. Are resolved to step up international cooperation through the following measures and
initiatives:

We shall do so by providing our commitment and support to the development of the joint and
cosponsored United Nations program on HIV/AIDS, as the appropriate framework to reinforce
partnerships between all involved and give guidance and worldwide leadership in the fight against
HIV/AIDS. The scope of each initiative should be further defined and developed in the context of
the joint and cosponsored program and other appropriate for a:

e Support a greater involvement of people living with HIV/AIDS through an initiative to
strengthen the capacity and coordination of networks of people living with HIV/AIDS and
community-based organizations. By ensuring their full involvement in our common
response to the pandemic at all - national, regional and global - levels, this initiative will,
in particular, stimulate the creation of supportive political, legal and social environments.

e Promote global collaboration for HIV/AIDS research by supporting national and
international partnerships between the public and private sectors, in order to accelerate
the development of prevention and treatment technologies, including vaccines and
microbicides, and to provide for the measures needed to help ensure their accessibility in
developing countries. This collaborative effort should include related social and
behavioural research.

e Strengthen international collaboration for blood safety with a view to coordinating
technical information, proposing standards for good manufacturing practices for all blood
products, and fostering the establishment and implementation of cooperative
partnerships to ensure blood safety in all countries.

e Encourage a global care initiative so as to reinforce the national capability of countries,
especially those in greatest need, to ensure access to comprehensive care and social
support services, essential drugs and existing preventive methods.



e Mobilize local, national and international organizations assisting as part of their regular
activities children and youth, including orphans, at risk of infection or affected by
HIV/AIDS, in order to encourage a global partnership to reduce the impact of the
HIV/AIDS pandemic upon the world's children and youth.

e Support initiatives to reduce the vulnerability of women to HIV/AIDS by encouraging
national and international efforts, aimed at the empowerment of women: by raising their
status and eliminating adverse social, economic and cultural factors; by ensuring their
participation in all the decision-making and implementation processes which concern
them; and by establishing linkages and strengthening the networks that promote
women's rights.

e Strengthen national and international mechanisms that are concerned with HIV/AIDS
related human rights and ethics, including the use of an advisory council and national and
regional networks to provide leadership, advocacy and guidance in order to ensure that
non-discrimination, human rights and ethical principles form an integral part of the
response to the pandemic.

We urge all countries and the international community to provide the resources necessary for the
measures and initiatives mentioned above.

We call upon all countries, the future joint and cosponsored United Nations programme on
HIV/AIDS and its six member organizations and programmes to take all steps possible to
implement this Declaration in coordination with multilateral and bilateral aid programmes and
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations.



