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UNAIDS Executive Director receives prestigious Order of Saint
Charles for services to the state of Monaco

Geneva, 19 November 2009 — The Executive Director of UNAIDS, Michel Sidibé has been
awarded one of Monaco’s most prestigious awards, the Order of Saint Charles, for services
rendered to the state or the Prince.

The award was presented jointly to Mr Sidibé and to the Director-General of UNESCO
Koichiro Matsuura at a high profile event in Monaco which took place during the country’s
National Day.

Expressing his appreciation for the award, Mr Sidibé emphasized the importance of Monaco’s
efforts in the response to the AIDS epidemic. “I am honoured to receive such an award.
UNAIDS has been working very closely with Monaco to respond to the AIDS epidemic and it
has been encouraging to see such commitment and dedication from Monaco and the
Monegasque people. | look forward to continuing this important collaboration.”

Under Mr Sidibé’s leadership, cooperation between UNAIDS and Monaco in the AIDS
response has strengthened since he took on the role of Executive Director of UNAIDS in
January this year.

Monaco has increased their commitment to priority countries, in particular Madagascar and
Burundi and Her Serene Highness Princess Stephanie of Monaco, who has been working with
UNAIDS as a Goodwill Ambassador since 2006, has been actively raising awareness on HIV
prevention and on the negative impact of discrimination against people living with HIV both in
her role as Goodwill Ambassador and through her Association Fight AIDS Monaco.

Mr Sidibé was awarded the medal in the presence of His Serene Highness Prince Albert Il of
Monaco, Her Royal Highness Princess Caroline of Hanover and Her Serene Highness
Princess Stephanie of Monaco.
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UNAIDS is an innovative joint venture of the United Nations, bringing together the efforts and resources
of the UNAIDS Secretariat and ten UN system organizations in the AIDS response. The Secretariat
headquarters is in Geneva, Switzerland—uwith staff on the ground in more than 80 countries. The
Cosponsors include UNHCR, UNICEF, WFP, UNDP, UNFPA, UNODC, ILO, UNESCO, WHO and the
World Bank. Contributing to achieving global commitments to universal access to comprehensive
interventions for HIV prevention, treatment, care and support is the number one priority for UNAIDS.
Visit the UNAIDS Web site at www.unaids.org



