Statement of Commitment by
Lesotho’s Church Leaders on AIDS

“And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; or if one member is honoured, all members rejoice with it. Now your are the body
of Christ, and members individually.(1 Corinthians 12: 26-27) '

The tragic toll of the AIDS cpidemic, as well as its continuous and rapid spread in Lesotho, brings compelling urgency to the
call for new commitment by people of faith to the goal of “Universal Access for All to HIV prevenlion, treatment, care and

support including impact mitigation”.

The AIDS crisis is bringing us together because we are all living with HIV and AIDS. We need to share knowledge,
understanding and experience from our various religious communities so that our united efforts become more effective and
inclusive. Through this, we will seek to establish a new culture of ecumenical and interfaith co-operation, respecting the
uniqueness within our traditions while focusing on our shared values of haman dignity and human rights.

We are determined to work together and within our communities to:

2 Promote the dignity, equality, and
rights of all people, especially
those living with HIV;

m Discuss openly and accurately the
basic facts about HIV and AIDS,
and aboul all effective means of
HIV prevention;

® Work to eliminate the root causes
of the AIDS cpidemic including
gender  inequality, socal and
cultural norms such as having

sexual orientation is different from
the majority community, systemic
injustice, and unequal distribution
of wealth;

Overcome silence, stigma,
discrimination, demnial, and fear

regarding AIDS; and encourage
people to know their HIV status
on a regular basis;

Reject the negative statements by
some church leaders that ATDS is a

® Advocate for expanded resources
to fight against AIDS;

® Document “good practices” and
support research to identify more
effective means of prevention and
treatment;

® Alain “universal access for all in

Lesotho” - lo effective HIV
preventive education and
knowledge, comprehensive care
and treatment, impact mitigation

multiple  concurrent  sexual form of divine punishment or and full inclusion in  the
parters, sexual abuse, prejudice retribution or that there is a cure community.
against those whose way of life or currently available;
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