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	INDONESIA MUST ACT NOW TO AVOID A WORSENING AIDS EPIDEMIC, SAYS UNAIDS EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Jakarta, 9 May 2003 – With a still relatively low adult HIV prevalence of 0.1%, Indonesia has the opportunity to deal a decisive blow against HIV/AIDS and avoid a worsening epidemic in the country, according to Dr Peter Piot, Executive Director of the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS). Dr Piot was speaking at the launch of Indonesia’s National HIV/AIDS Strategy for 2003 to 2007 as part of his three-day official visit to the country from 7 to 10 May 2003.

The National HIV/AIDS Strategy underlines the government’s determination to tackle HIV/AIDS on all fronts and offers renewed hope for people living with HIV/AIDS in the country. “The launch of this strategy against AIDS is a major milestone in the Indonesian response and sends a message across the region and the rest of the world that Indonesia is taking HIV/AIDS seriously,” said Dr Piot.

“The strategic plan is made to produce primary guidelines for formulating policies related to HIV/AIDS epidemic across all sector,” said M. Jusuf Kalla, the Coordinating Minister for People’s Welfare and Chair of the National AIDS Commission in Indonesia. All sectors of society must play an active role in fighting HIV/AIDS in order to reverse the spread of the epidemic across the country. “AIDS cannot be fought by one sector alone – every part of the government and every force in society must be harnessed in a common fight,” said Dr. Piot. “The challenge now is to implement the national strategy and to ensure that resources and capacity are in place so that it can be translated into action across the 30 provinces and hundreds of districts in Indonesia.”

Given Indonesia’s diverse socio-cultural background, the hows and whys of HIV transmission are also varied. Dr. Achmad Suyudi, Indonesia’s Minister of Health, further emphasized that the current strategic plan had been developed specifically to suit local situations.  

Indonesia’s National AIDS Commission decided to revise the national HIV/AIDS strategy, originally developed in 1993, on the one hand, as a result of an increase in HIV infections over recent years and, on the other hand, to respond to the commitments made at UN General Assembly Special Session on HIV/AIDS in 2001. The new national HIV/AIDS strategy outlines six priority areas, each with proposed goals and activities. These include surveillance of the epidemic; prevention; treatment, care and support for people living with HIV/AIDS; research on HIV/AIDS and its impact; human rights of people living with HIV/AIDS; and government coordination at all levels.

With a total population of over 210 million people, Indonesia’s low adult HIV prevalence can mask the growing risk for HIV spread. Of the estimated 90,000-130,000 people living with HIV/AIDS in the country, the majority of infections seem to be concentrated in high-risk groups, including injecting drug users and sex workers. 

“The current low levels of condom use and widespread sharing of unsterilized needles among injecting drug users can be a lethal mix for HIV spread in the country,” said Dr Piot. “Indonesia must urgently scale up prevention interventions targeting sex workers and their clients, and injecting drug users, if it is going to succeed in slowing the spread of the epidemic. Young people must also be given the life skills to protect themselves from HIV infection.”

“The fight against HIV/AIDS is a major area for joint programming for the United Nations agencies in Indonesia. We look forward to providing comprehensive technical and financial support towards achievement of the objectives of the National Strategy” said Mr. Bo Asplund, UN Resident Coordinator in Jakarta. 

During his three-day visit to Indonesia, Dr Piot met with government officials, members of parliament, representatives of bilateral and international organisations, religious leaders, and women’s groups. He also visited three local associations of people living with HIV/AIDS -- Positive After-Care (PITA) Foundation, Pelita Ilmu Foundation and Spiritia Foundation.
Upcoming Event:

The International World AIDS Candlelight Memorial on 18 May 2003 will be commemorated throughout Indonesia. The event is intended to demonstrate solidarity with people living with HIV/AIDS and remember those who have passed away as a result of AIDS. The international theme this year is “Remembering the Cause, Remembering Our Commitment”.  

Monday, 12 May 2003, 18.30pm onward

Venue: Proklamasi Monument

Jl. Proklamasi 56, Central Jakarta

Organizing Committee: Komite Kemanusiaan Indonesia (KKI)

Yayasan AIDS Indonesia (YAI)

Wednesday, 14 May 2003, 18.30pm onward

Venue: Surya Bld. Parking Lot

Jl. MH Thamrin Kav 9, Central Jakarta

Organizing Committee: Positive Aftercare (PITA), a community-based organisation

Wednesday, 14 May 2003, 16.00pm onward

Venue: YPI Workshop

Jl. Kebon Baru IV No. 16, Asem Baris, Tebet, Jakarta Selatan

Throughout May 2003

Venue: 75 cities around Indonesia

Organizing Committee: The National Coordinating Group for Indonesia AIDS Prevention Mobilization – GKNMAN and  its 170 partner-organizations across Indonesia
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For more information, please contact: Jane Wilson, UNAIDS Jakarta (Mobile: +62 811102595), Elis Widen, UNAIDS Jakarta (Mobile: +62 812 1970 449), or Pensri Tasnavites, UNAIDS Asia Pacific, (Mobile: +66 1 810 3151).



