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	RESOURCES INSUFFICIENTLY ADDRESS NEEDS OF THOSE MOST AT RISK OF HIV IN LATIN AMERICA AND CARIBBEAN, SAYS UNAIDS EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Significant Progress Seen in Care and Treatment for People Living with HIV/AIDS
Havana, 8 April 2003 – Although there have been some considerable achievements in ensuring access to care and treatment for people living with HIV/AIDS in Latin America and the Caribbean, major gaps continue to exist in carrying out effective prevention interventions in the region, according to Dr Peter Piot, Executive Director of the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS). Dr Piot was speaking at the opening of the Second Forum on HIV/AIDS/STIs in Latin America and the Caribbean, which is being held in Havana until 12 April. “The main stumbling block is that resources are often insufficiently allocated to address the needs of those most at risk of HIV infection primarily due to the stigma surrounding marginalized groups.” 

Economic and political crises in some Latin American and Caribbean countries threaten to derail HIV/AIDS prevention programmes and treatment supply. “Across the region, prevention and care interventions must be sustained and strengthened,” said Dr Piot. “In particular, we must avoid the epidemic becoming entrenched in marginalized populations, including men who have sex men, sex workers, injecting drug users, prisoners, poor migrant workers, and ethnic minorities.”

There is a growing danger of the AIDS response in the region losing its momentum. Leadership from the top is needed. But leadership is only cemented when civil society is fully engaged in driving the AIDS response. “Cases like Brazil’s show that governments which open the way for civil society to actively manage the social control of AIDS move faster to large-scale, credible programmes,” said Dr Piot. 

It has been shown in countries worldwide that concerted action against AIDS does produce positive results. Despite many constraints, the region has made significant progress in the provision of HIV treatment and care in Brazil, Costa Rica, Cuba and Uruguay. Though available in many countries, access to antiretroviral treatment is still unequal across the region. Of the estimated 370,000 people in need of antiretroviral treatment in the region, only just over half are receiving the drugs.

Financial resources available to fight HIV/AIDS across the region are uneven. Recent international funding includes US$155 million through the World Bank’s Multi-Country HIV/AIDS Prevention and Control Project for the Caribbean and $325 million through the Global Fund Against AIDS, TB and Malaria, covering 11 countries over 5 years. “The challenge now is to continue this momentum and for governments to spend the money effectively and efficiently,” said Dr Piot.

The conference is organized by the Horizontal Technical Cooperation Group, a network of National AIDS Programme Coordinators from the region. It will address a range of AIDS-related issues, including financing HIV/AIDS care and treatment, implementation of projects funded by the Global Fund for AIDS, TB And Malaria, and AIDS and security. “The conference presents an opportunity for governments, NGOs, and civil society from the region to renew their commitment and alliances to fight HIV/AIDS and strengthen south-south cooperation,” said Dr Piot.

With an adult HIV prevalence of 2.3 percent, the Caribbean is the second worst-affected region after sub-Saharan Africa, which has a 9 percent HIV prevalence. Close to 2 million people are living with HIV/AIDS in the Caribbean and Latin America. 
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For more information, please contact Anne Winter, UNAIDS, Geneva, (+41 22) 791 4577, Dominique De Santis, UNAIDS, Geneva, (+41 22) 791 4509, Andrew Shih, UNAIDS, New York, (+1 212) 584 5012, or the UN Information Centre, Washington, DC, (+1 202) 454 2100. You may also visit the UNAIDS website, www.unaids.org, for more information about the programme.




