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The United Nations and the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, TB and Malaria
The Global Fund is a public-private partnership established to attract, manage and disburse new resources to fight AIDS, TB and malaria and the negative social and economic impacts they cause among communities with the greatest need. It supports interventions for the prevention, treatment, care and support of people with these three diseases.
Structure
· The Fund´s supreme decision making body is the Board. The Board is composed of an equal number of donor and developing country governments, each with seven seats. It also includes two NGOs, one from the North and one from the South, and two private sector seats, one for foundations and one for business. Ex officio or non-voting seats are held by a representative of affected communities, the World Bank, the World Health Organization (WHO) and the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS), made up of eight Cosponsoring UN agencies.1  The Fund is managed by a fully-staffed Secretariat based in Geneva

Mandate

· The Fund, established in 2002, is a primary financier of public health interventions in developing countries, with over US$3 billion committed already.

· The Fund emphasizes national ownership and country-led initiatives, independent technical review of proposals, and streamlined processes for channelling resources. It aims to raise much-needed new funds and direct them quickly and efficiently to programmes and interventions that are not adequately funded now.
The Global Fund and the United Nations

· The UN system has provided support for the Fund since its inception. In April 2001, at the summit of the then Organization for African Unity in Abuja, UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan called for a global fund to fight AIDS. Soon after, in June 2001, world leaders unanimously endorsed the concept of the Fund at the UN General Assembly Special Session on HIV/AIDS. Although the Fund does not fall under the UN umbrella, it works closely with the UN and all its partners. The UN Secretary-General is the Patron of the Fund.
· The Fund is committed to coordinating with and working through existing international, regional and national mechanisms rather than creating new structures. It does not compete with existing specialized UN bodies such as WHO or UNAIDS but complements their work, towards the shared goal of preventing, fighting and addressing the impact of killer diseases.

· While the Global Fund thrives on its unusual public-private structure, a strong Global Fund requires a strong United Nations at all levels of its operation. UNAIDS has been an active partner in the establishment and early operation of the Fund and supports its work globally, regionally and nationally.
The Role of UNAIDS2
· In its role as the leading advocate for worldwide action against HIV/AIDS, UNAIDS is a key partner for the Fund. UNAIDS’ mission is to lead, strengthen and support an expanded response to the HIV/AIDS pandemic aimed at preventing the transmission of HIV, providing care and support for those infected and affected by the disease, reducing the vulnerability of individuals and communities to HIV/AIDS and alleviating the socioeconomic and human impact of the epidemic.  The Global Fund complements the work of UNAIDS by providing financial resources to strengthen the response to the epidemic. 

· UNAIDS is a key provider of strategic leadership, knowledge, policy advice and technical expertise on HIV/AIDS to the Fund. Together with its Cosponsors and partners, it supports countries’ efforts to access the Global Fund’s resources, particularly through supporting Country Coordination Mechanisms, strengthening national capacity and expanding civil society and community participation in the response to HIV/AIDS. 

· Collaboration between UNAIDS and the Global Fund includes technical support, strategic analysis and policy advice, resource mobilisation, advocacy and communications, and monitoring and evaluation.

· In addition to providing support as Cosponsors of UNAIDS, WHO and The World Bank individually assist the Global Fund in the following areas:

· WHO supports the work of the Fund through its role in the Roll Back Malaria and Stop TB Public-Private partnerships. WHO provides the secretariat for both. The relationship between these partnerships and the Fund on malaria and TB is similar to the relationship between the UNAIDS programme and the Fund on HIV/AIDS issues. WHO also serves as a non-voting Board member for the Global Fund.
· The World Bank is the Trustee for the Global Fund. Trustee responsibilities include management of funds received from donors and disbursements of approved grants to Principal Recipients upon the instructions of the Global Fund. The World Bank also serves as a non-voting Board member for the Global Fund.



	1 UNICEF, UNDP, UNFPA, UNODC, ILO, UNESCO, WHO and the World Bank
2 UNAIDS refers to the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS, comprised of the UNAIDS Secretariat and its eight Cosponsoring Agencies.





