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Agencies call for a quantum leap of efforts to address the spiraling orphan crisis in Africa.
UNICEF, UNAIDS and the World Bank say current orphans programmes are falling short; more resources are urgently needed to safeguard the lives of millions of children.
Nairobi, September 25 – As the population of orphans in Africa soars to 11 million, unprecedented in the history of mankind, three international agencies said today current efforts are failing to address the enormity, complexity and long-term nature of the orphan crisis. 

Painting a worrying picture of the increasingly precarious situation in which millions of orphaned children in Africa were finding themselves, UNICEF, UNAIDS and the World Bank called for immediate and unparalleled political commitment to raise the financial and human resources required to help countries scale up and sustain an adequate response to orphans and other children made vulnerable by HIV/AIDS.

“Mobilising an urgent and massive response to the orphan crisis in Africa is the litmus test by which governments in the north and south must be judged,” said Mark Stirling, UNICEF’s HIV/AIDS Chief. “Our energies must now be focused on ensuring that our response matches the size, magnitude, and long-term impact of HIV/AIDS on the lives of children. We cannot continue with the same business-as-usual approach.” 
Launching a set of operational guidelines for scaling up the response to orphans and other vulnerable children during the 13th International Conference on AIDS and STIs in Africa, the three agencies said the burgeoning orphan crisis has driven to the fore the need for a larger pan-African plan of action that will addresses the paucity of HIV/AIDS responses for young children.
The guidelines outline key actions that can be taken by national AIDS Councils, government ministries, NGOs and communities to scale up their programmes for children in the 0-8 age group.  
“AIDS weakens and wrecks the mechanisms that generate human capital formation. In any household, the quality of young child rearing depends heavily on the care givers’ capacities,” said Richard Seifman, World Bank Senior Advisor on the AIDS Campaign Team for Africa. “If one or, worse, both parents die while children are still young, the burden is placed on others who are orphaned or already overwhelmed.”

Reiterating that early interventions can have significant impact later in life, the guidelines are a much-needed riposte to a growing concern in Africa and in the donor community that the future success and survival of children and whole communities is on the brink unless a collective and comprehensive effort is mounted to address the increasing vulnerabilities of the 0-8 age group. 

Through the development of family-based care for children affected and infected by HIV/AIDS, the guidelines place the role of caregivers at the frontline of the response.

“The first line of response to HIV/AIDS is the affected families and communities,” said UNAIDS Director of Regional and Country Support Michele Sidibe. “Strengthening the capacities of families and communities is fundamental in responding effectively to HIV/AIDS. We need to do this by addressing from the outset stigma and discrimination while also recognizing the crucial role that communities are playing in taking care of the affected and infected children.”

Accelerating the orphan response will require a strong combination of decisive leadership, increased resources and extensive partnerships that include governments, NGOs, civil society and the private sector. The three agencies said that while they would bring increased resources to the table, mounting a scaled up response would require governments and the international community to significantly raise their resource commitments.
“Through the Multi-Country HIV/AIDS Programme for Africa (MAP), the World Bank and its partners have already availed US $850 million to 24 African countries to scale up their national HIV/AIDS efforts and to support sub-regional HIV/AIDS initiative.” said Seifman. 
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